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Need more money for College?
The amount of financial aid you receive is largely based on your EFC. To find out more about this magic
number, read on…
The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is a measure of your family’s financial strength and is calculated
according to a formula established by law. Your family’s taxed and untaxed income, assets, and benefits (such
as unemployment or Social Security) are all considered in the formula. Also considered are your family size and
the number of family members who will attend college during the year.
The information you report on your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or your FAFSA4caster is
used to calculate your EFC. Schools use the EFC to determine your federal student aid eligibility and financial
aid award.
Note: Your EFC is not the amount of money your family will have to pay for college nor is it the amount of
federal student aid you will receive. It is a number used by your school to calculate the amount of federal
student aid you are eligible to receive.
Using the information on your FAFSA and your EFC, the financial aid office at the college will determine the
amount of aid you will receive. The college will use your EFC to prepare a financial aid package to help you
meet your financial need. Financial need is the difference between your EFC and your college’s cost of
attendance (which can include living expenses), as determined by the college.
If you or your family have unusual circumstances that should be taken into account, contact the financial aid
office. Some examples of unusual circumstances are: unusual medical or dental expenses or a large change in
income from last year to this year.

For more information, contact:
Nicole Little, Director of Financial Aid
NLITTLE@DCAD.EDU
302-622-8867, ext. 122

